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This is your birth mom, Victoria

Dear Faith,

I had you when I was twenty years old. I love you more than I can explain. That is why you have a mom and
a dad and four brothers who take care of you and love you.

I pray for you every day that you will understand that I loved you and still love you. That is why I placed you
into a fun, outgoing, nurturing family. I spent time with your adoptive mom a week before I went into labor. Your
mom was walking with me the day I went into labor, March 6th, 2009. I have not met your brothers or your dad
but knowing how wonderful your mother is, the rest of the family must be amazing. They are everything I
dreamed of for you, Faith.

I pray for your family night and day. I know you’ll be everything I can imagine you
to be. If I had raised you, you wouldn’t have a family like you now have. I would not
have been able to give you the opportunities you have with your adoptive family.

I hope that the day that we meet you will know that I really loved you and still do.
The day I gave birth, you were so beautiful. You looked just like my baby pictures. When
they laid you on my chest, I could do nothing but cry and look into your beautiful hazel
eyes. When we were alone in the room together, I hugged and kissed you and told you
how much I'loved you. I also told you I was not doing this to hurt or harm you.

This is the hardest decision I have ever made and the hardest thing I have ever
done. I enjoyed every minute I spent with you in the hospital. I did not want to leave
you. Jerry, the counselor, worked with me a long time before I gave birth to you. But,
when it was time for you to leave, my hands wouldn’t let go. Words cannot express how
I felt. I wanted to quit in the middle of signing the papers but that would have been

Faith with brother Alex  Selfish of me. It was even harder leaving the hospital empty handed.

Your parents now send me updates on your development and photos all of the
time. You are so beautiful. I have been attending church and meeting with Jerry, my counselor, so I can make it
day by day. I asked the Lord to be my Savior on April 15th and was baptized June 7th. My goals are to attend
college, become an adoption counselor, and tour the country giving my testimony.

If I could just have one blessing it would be to be able to go to sleep knowing that we will meet and you won’t
hate me. I love you so much, Faith.

Love Always,
Victoria
Your Birthmother
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Steven Gadaire by his children, Dana, Alison, Meg and Drew Of Pover"l'y
Two at a
Memorials are accepted through direct contributions or by the Ti
purchase of Walkway Bricks. Brick donation forms are available ime
at www.arborhouse.org. Other gifts may also be made on our
website with a credit card or through a PayPal account. If you ”
wish to send a check directly to Arbor House, our mailing
address is PO Box 12363, Gainesville, FL 32604. Thank you for ‘

supporting homeless mothers in our community.
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Alisa Stephens, Intern

Hebrews 13:2 tells us that we are to be careful when entertaining strangers as
they may be angels that we are unaware of. I feel as if I am surrounded by angels. I
am a fourth year Family Youth and Community Sciences Major at the University of
Florida. In order to graduate from my major we are required to do an internship.
My internship location is something I have prayed about for the longest time. I

prayed that the Lord would lead me and guide me to where
he would have me go. I have always wanted to work with
abused and neglected children and I assumed that was
where he would place me, but where I am is where I want to
be. I could not have chosen a better practicum site than
Arbor House.
In my past I have faced adversity but I chose to channel
my hurts, pains, and disappointments into positivity. For as
Henry Ward Beecher said, “Affliction comes to us all, not to
make us sad, but sober; not to make us sorry, but to make us
wise; not to make us despondent, but by its darkness to
refresh us as the night refreshes the day; not to impoverish, but to enrich us.” This
is the same thing that I see the mothers do on a daily basis. They are endeavoring to
better themselves day after day.

Each of the moms here are amazing in their own unique ways. Sally was the
first resident I met and she is always so bubbly, she is a true ray of sunshine. Jakila
always has a kind word; she is beyond doubt good for the soul. Mabel strives
enthusiastically to be the best mother and person she can be. Diane has exemplary
sewing skills; everything she produces is made to perfection. Vanna is a great cook,
and her food makes you think of Heaven! Shiam, the newest Arbor House addition,
brings a special spark to the Arbor House community. I consider it a blessing and
an honor to be here at Arbor House with such a wonderful group of people. In
everything, from the staff to the residents, God has truly orchestrated this time in
my life.

Friends of Arbor House
By Sheila Dickison

A person standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but
two can stand back-to-back and conquer. Three are even
better, for a triple-braided cord is not easily broken.
(Ecclesiastes 4:12, New Living Translation)

Are you looking for a way to get more involved in
Arbor House? The new Friends of Arbor House may be
just be the opportunity for you to provide valuable time,
energy, and support.

At the February meeting the Arbor House Board of Directors voted to create a
Friends of Arbor House support group. Activities of the group may include hosting
the monthly tours that introduce the public to the mission of Arbor House, planning
and carrying out a major benefit event each year, as well as organizing and hosting
thank you events for our donors and supporters.

Friends of Arbor House are individuals who recognize the value of our mission
of breaking the cycle of poverty by empowering expectant and single mothers. We
invite you to join us to help make the Arbor House program the most effective it
can for the women and children it serves.

In the next few months we will have additional information on how you can get
involved with us in this important new initiative. If you would like additional
information or would like to express an interest in joining with us, please contact
Sheila Dickison at skddac@gmail.com.



Around the House . . .

Celebration of Mom's Place

On Saturday, May 2 we celebrated the fifth anniversary of Mom'’s Place with special
guests, friends, volunteers, and residents. It was a wonderful time of giving thanks and

appreciation to the many people who made Mom'’s Place a reality and who keep the Arbor
House ministry flourishing as we “break the cycle of poverty two at a time.”

Pegeen Hanrahan,
Mayor

Jim Hencin
recalls the miraculous
funding for Mom’s Place

¥
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5 Year Anniversary of Mom’s Place
at Arbor House
City of Gainesville Florida Proclamation

Whereas, Mom's Place has provided housing,life skills,
counseling, faith, independence, vocational and educational
opportunity for 110 homeless mothers and children since
opening May 1, 2004
Whereas, Mom's Place has guided 24 mothers and children
out of poverty, enabling them to give back to the community
Whereas, Mom's Place has assisted two women in making
adoption plans, placing their children into safe homes
Whereas, Mom's Place at Arbor House began an
entrepreneurial venture, Cottage Industries, selling products
throughout the community
Whereas, Mom's Place is contributing to the economic
welfare of the community
Whereas, Mom's Place beautifies and enhances the
surrounding neighborhood

Now, therefore, I, Pegeen Hanrahan, by the authority vested

n me as Mayor of the City of Gainesville, do hereby proclaim

May 2, 2009 as the 5th Anniversary of Mom’s Place at Arbor
House.

In addition to making an incredible impact on each mother
and child, these 24 lives represent a savings in social service
tax dollars of over $300,000 annually.
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Gwen Gadaire accepts
Proclamation from Mayor

University of Florida Medical Guild Contributes to Wellness 101

We are very appreciative to the UFMG grant for improving the quality of life for our mothers and children. Pamela
Trunk has spearheaded this 2009 effort. Each Wednesday morning our mothers take part in water aerobics, stadium
stairs, weight workouts, video aerobics, scavenger hunts at the grocery store, and nutrition education. Two eight-hour

CPR and First Aid classes were attended by mothers and staff in July.

The Summer Iron Chef competition was on June 3rd. Judges evaluated two teams’ culinary creations according to
taste, presentation, nutrition values and theme compliance. Spinach was the required item in each presentation.

Sheila Dickison, UF professor, celebrated with the winning team at a dinner and the runner-up team at a luncheon.
Many thanks to the UF Medical Guild for making all of this possible!








